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Mr. FKNTON obtaitiod f.hc floor. 

Mr. MAYNARU, Wi.U the ^(uiilcir!;^ from 
New York yield f o a motion for tlio Oommi.t,t,eo 
to riue ? " 

Mr. FRNTON. I prefer to epeak now. It 
socina most proper to reply at this time to Uio 
geutlemau from Missourij [Mr. Andkusom,] who 
has just coacluded. 

Mr. ELY. I hope my colleague will be per- 
mitted to proceed. 

'Mr. FENTON. Mr. Chairman, I had very little 
right, and less ileaire, to engage ia a discussion 
of the politics of the country prior to the organ- 
ization of the House. The purpose of myself 
and those with whom I a jted, during the eight 
weeks' contest, was first to organize, provide lor 
the cteditors of the Govemmt-nt — some of whom 
were on the verge of bankruptcy — and dispatch 
the public business j and while thus, out of re- 
gard for the public good, and in submission to 
parliamentary propriety, for other purf>oses, we 
were manacled, handcuffed, and tongue-tied, 
gentlemen on the other side of this Hall made 
onset with violent disuniofl And secession speech- 
e.", and with daily pervereiona of our principles 
and motives. Our object was peace and frater- 
nal feeling; and we were opposed by disorder, 
acrimony, and menace. 

I would not complain alone of disunion blus- 
ter, since what has been perhaps must be; and 
since, moreover, it haa become almost as neces- 
sary to the country, from early introduction ancj 
periodical use down through our history, as the 
blight and frost of the season, or the yearly 
circuit of the menagerie. 

At one time, the Union was to be destroyed 
by the fight of search ; at a,nother, by the United 
Statfea Bank; then agaiji by the tarilF; by the 
election of - Fremont in 1856; and finally its 
dootii was irrevocably sealed the other day, by 
the late John Brown, and Helper's Impending 
Orisis. It ia not this that calls for reply, and it 
is not to this I speak, but to repel unjust and 
unfoundoa assaults upoia. my constituents and 
'my party; and to vindicate, as wsll as I can, 
toy country and its history. I blush with indig- 
nation at the misrepresentationa and perversions 
which gentlemen on the other side of this Hail 
have indulged in ; and did I not reflect thAt un- 
fairness aiid wrong oti the part of intelligent 
men ate t|ie expedient of conscious weakness 
ftnd error, I shbuid suppose they had been touch- 



ed as with the ypc-ar of Ithnriel, which \m\X& 
tl)«m {\Un\, forth hato th*: deformity ycVealed du- 
ring; this controvers}'. 

The gentleman from Alabfma [Mr. Curry] 
endeavored, in bis usuiil able and inKeniouS 
manner, to place this controverey on Ttujitago 
ground:; from philosophic^,! and iogicul deducr 
tionp, disclaiming, however, the desire, and dis* 
carding the attempt of his associates, to hold' 
the Re[»ublicaa party responsible for the acta blf 
excesses of individuals, or as affording evidencii 
of the position and principles of our party.' 

But he asserts that a great obange u}>bn the 
subject of slavery has " come o'er the spirit of 
our dream ; " that the cloud, which was ro bigger 
than a man's hand, now covers the whole Koilh- 
ern horizon ; and that our people have reatlj', 
within the last few years, become an intensely^ 
anti-slAvery,people, with aims at onco aggresBive 
and alarming to the safety of the Southf-^the 
logical result of all which is the uitirUftte/^x^ 
tinction of their favorita institution. If the ba- 
sis of his argument be correct, possibly tne resall. 
indi<fated would follow; in this icstanc^i hoW-- 
ever, 1 must think the honorable gentlemiin Haft : 
'oeen singularly infelicitous in his stsilcnisfnt iii 
respect to public sentiment and his study of po- 
litical history, M.ay be he prefers for himsfelf 
and his friends to *' repose m the vaguep.';?s 4 
fallacy, ravher than to be tormented! with, the 
precision of a logical definition." 

The sentiment of the North upOn this question 
has undergone no change ; it is the same how, 
with a few exceptions of extreme ultraismfor an4 
against sl.avery, thnt it was in the earlier and 
better days of the P«public. The people Of the 
North, at an early day, believed, with all ydur 
early statesmen, that slavery was ft pOlititjtil, mor- 
al, and social evil, and in time they rid them- 
selves 0 it, in harmony with their better cbttf 
victions of duty. But it is true, tkat not untlj 
recentlv has this great and fixed' anti-slavey 
sentiment, ever exisiing with the Northern masses, 
found it important, yea, necessary, to takis the 
fdrm of political organization. But a few years 
since, the mjen who now make np this grfeat Re- 
publicaii pariy :were -mainly classified aS WHigs 
and Demo«rivts'4 Biicl-w«EC tjiey pt^ tiefi, nptd, 
moved by the IkVije iiaired ot thi?»* l-urse \4> free 
labor and- to free^men, and by the same deep- 
eeate(i ojj^osi^ioV^to ils ejcien^iqiv oiyer the ire^ 
soil of thi* . coatSb^pt 1 Edo!?- oj^ the ireCprd 
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public men and public bodiey, and there see the 
almost universal testimony ; see, still fartlier in 
the retrospect,! that your fathers n-nd our fatliers 
proclaimed that men were created with ijqurJ, 
natural rights, and that the enslffiremeDt of man, 
of whatever color, was an invasion of these nat- 
tiral rights, and a violation of the spirit and 
genius of our free institutions^ They held it to 
he an opprobrium to civilisation ; lience they 
Eought to circumscribe it — to preserve Boil then 
free, forever free, from its dark and blightinc 
tread. They pushed it aside, with all poss'.': le 
haste, from a majority of the original thi/-' >en 
States : they provided, as was supposed, f'r. its 
gradual decay, by cutting off the foreign ''■I'pply , 
and in every way they sought to bui!.' up and 
around it a cordon of free territory and free 
States, and free sentiment, that sb.juld exhale 
an, atmosphere of liberty that ,--,'avery must 
.breathe or die. And do genl!e;iien ask, why, 
therefore, this Republican party is commissioned 
with these great aijd Sacred purposes of the 
fcoxnders of the Republic ? I will tell them why. 
It is because they have violated these first cove- 
nants ; because they have mocked at the faith 
Qf the lathers ; because they have sought to 
desecrate the rightful heritage of free labor. It 
was not until after all chis, and nst until they 
had taken possession ol' a great party, and turn- 
ed it into an instrument of aggression, a sort of 
Zouave force, ready and eager for work of car- 
nage and slaughter, that this Northern fixed and 
unyielding seniimrnt clothed itself with the pre- 
'rogatives of orgauization. 

No, Mr. Chairman, it was not untir after Texas 
had been annexed for the concealed purpose of 
extending slavery at the hazard of its pendant, a 
war with Mexico ; not until after a law had been 
forced upon the North for the recapture of their 
fugitive slaves, odious in its details, repulsive in 
its mr.in features to the enlightened judgment of 
our people, ^rxA violative of the rights of man in 
a trial for his liberty ; and not until, still further 
on, this controlling interest in the affairs of the 
Government, this sapping and mining power, had, 
in exultant joy, destroyed the restriction against 
slavery north of 36° 30' north latitude, and upon 
that soil, once musical with the notes of freedom, 
revelled in despotic triumph upon the rights, the 
traditions, the franchises, and the dearest interests 
of oar people, prostituting the ballot-box, driving 
itom the polls rightful citizens, following by day 
and murdering by night men whose only crime 
was the uttering of sentiments which they had 
dtank in among the hills and valleys of their 
former homes in the free North. We coftd wait 
no longer; it would not do to wait until the slave 
j^wer had so interwoven itself into the vs;ry web 
of o :t political fabric that the integrity of our 
institutions was fatally imperilled. 

The people of the North were reluctant to break 
away from their ancient party associtUions; for a 
long time after ;the ^GUSh had wantoQly sported 
with their fii:ht|, they repossd Ip tbe confidence 
of retumiETg justtce and the stcurjty of their 
pledges. But when at last tbeee fond hopes 
were dispelled- in fheU' tearing the dif^Aem fron/ 
the brow of fteetfoia. ia tho nWhr'-ia half of the 



old Louisiana purchasGj the people of the IS'ortb, 
from necessity, in vindication and maintenance 
of their prirciples and the principles of their 
ancestors, sprang at one bound into this organi- 
zation, which, like^a mighty army, swept along, 
extend i-.g its column from the e&rly and con- 
stan' <:iome of freedom in the East to the scatter- 
ed .-(sttlements of free laJ)or beyond tho Missis- 
? . -.pi, until it now embraces in its conquest fifteen 
'jlates of this Union. And I am not surprised 
that gentlemen of the South tremble and take 
alarm; ^/icy hear the tread of these millions of 
freemen ; it is a mighty army marching on to 
take possession of the Government, well officer- 
ed and fully equipped, and with weapons, mu- 
nitions, and supplies, more complete and more 
potent than the army of Hannibal or Napoleon, 
or the brave followers of Jackson when he struck 
the decisive blow against British arrogance and 
aggression at New Orleans ; inasmuch as the 
ballot-box, the free preSs, and free speech, in the 
cause of truth and justice, are more mighty in 
battle and more powerful in conquest than the 
sword. 

Southern gentlemen have no right to complain 
of the numbers and might and objects of the 
Republican party, nor from these to accuse the 
people of the North of a change of sentiment 
upon the question of slavery. The history of 
this contest, made up from their own record, 
through the past twenty-five years, has been 
conducting the mind of patriotic citizens,'^of 
whatever party, all over the North, to the neces- 
sity of organization to preserve the principles of 
justice and liberty. It is not our people, but the 
people of the South — you, gentlemen — who have 
changed from the declared opinions and pur- 
poses of the founders. When the declaration of 
our rights was proclaimed, and the proclamation 
of our liberties and those rights which belonged 
to all, there existed among us an institution in- 
consistent with its great truths, and with the 
form and spirit of the Government which was 
framed. All the leading men of that day, and 
subsequently through a large period of our his- 
tory, believed it to be not only anomalous to 
our institutions, but a deplorable evil; and thfey 
sought by every means to eradicate it. 1 will be 
indulged by gentlemen in calling attention to 
some of their ever-memorable sayings ; for their 
testimony fortifies and sustains my proposition, 
and at the same time places in more vivid con- 
trast these daily oblations of our Southern bretii- 
ren at the shrine of human bondage. 

Previous to the Revolution, while the nation 
was taking counsel, and preparing for the strug- 
gle of liberty against despotism, the people gen- 
erally " were struck wi(,h the inconsistency of an 
appeal for their own liberties, while fcolding in 
bondage their fellow-men, guilty only of a skin 
not colored like Iheir own." The people of Dan- 
bury, Connecticut, in town meeting, agreed to im- 
port no more slaves ; at the same time declaring, 
" we cannot but think it a palpable absurdity bo 
loudly to complain of attempts to enslave us, 
while we are actually enslaving others." 

In Darien, Georgia, in 11*15, the following reso- 
lution was passed at a meeting of citizens : 
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"ToFliowUic Vv-orUl that, wo arc not, infliTCDcnd by aiij' 
co.iiir.ctoil or iiitt'i'estcd motivos, but b}- ageiiornl philan- 
thropy lor ail maukini.!, of whatuver cliiiisto, lap-gi'-ago, oi- 
couipioxioii, wo hercbj- declare ou!' disapprobation and ab- 
liorrciico <il' the muiatural pra;lice of slavery as (however 
the uncultivated s^tatc of the country oi- other ftpocious arf,'u- 
jnouts may plead for i!) a practice founded in injustice and 
crU(!Hy,)Uid highly dangerous lo our liberties as well as 
lives, dcba.',ing part of our fellow-creatnres below rncu,and 
corrupting the virtue and morals of the rest." 

Listen to Jefferson, in the Virginia Convention 

of IVU: 

' 'The abolition of domestic slavery is the greatest object of 
desire hi these colonics, where it was unhappily introduced 
in their infant slate." 

Agsin, in the Declaration of Independence : 

" Tliat all men are created equal : that t-l;ey are eudowod 
with cerUin unalienable rights ; that among t'aese are hfe, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." 

Again, in 1821, when urging a proposition upon 

bis native State, he says : 

"Nothing is more certainly written in the book of fate, 
than that these people [the negroes] arc to be free ; nor is it 
less certain that the two races, cciuaily free, cannot live in 
the Siime Government. Nature, habit, opinion, have drawn 
iudehblo lines of distinction between them. It is'still in our 
power to direct the process al' cvmnciiialion and dqiorlalion, 
and in such slow degree as that the evil will wear off insen- 
sibly .■and their place ho, pari j^msu, tilled up by free wh.le 
labor'er.s. If, on the contrary, it is left to foi'co itself on, hu- 
man nature must shudder at the prospect held \ip. We 
should look ill vain for an example in the Spanish deporta- 
tion or deletion of the Moors." 

^ I need not allude to the anti-slavery sentiment 
of Yirginia. It was written in letters of living 
light and unfading remembrance in the ordinance 
of 1787, passed by a unanimous vote of the 
States. 

"We find that the Constitutional Convention 
was presided over by Washington, who said '' his 
vote would never be wanting for the passage of 
a law to abolish slavery'; " and in that Conven' 
tion, made up of men whose genius and patriot 
ism had largely contributed to bear us up and 
carry us through the perilous assaults of the 
Revolution, who drank in the spirit of the con- 
test, and were moved in the Convention by the 
purpose to secure and perpetuate to themselves 
and posterity, union, freedom, and happiness, all 
expressed themselves with equal force and enr.- 
phasis, so far as cotemporaneous history gives 
any account, against the evil, the wrong, and the 
curse, of human bondage. 

Time will not permit me to deal largely in ex- 
tracts from the fathers, nor are these necessary. 
I will only ask your attention to the recorded say- 
ings of one or two of the rriore conspicuous states- 
men. Gouverneur Morris said "he never would 
'concur in upholding domestic slavery. It was 
a nefarious institution. It was the curse of 
Heaven." 

Mr. Madison " thought it wrong to admit in 

the Constitution the idea of property in man." 

Luther Martin, of Maryland, said : 

" Slavery is inconsistent with the genius of republicanism, 
• has a tfiidency to destroy tUoso principles on which it is 
8upporto(\, ns it lessens the sense of equal rights of mankind, 
and habituates us to tyranny and oppression.". 

When the Government went into operation, we 
find it supported bs men who were open in their 
expressions of hosulity to slavery. 

John Adams, Vice President, had declared that 
" consenting to slavery is a sacrilegious breach of 
trust." 
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Alexander Hauillton, a member of the Aboli- 
tion Society of New York, united in a pet.iliGn 
for thoi^e who, free by tne '.aws of God, .ire held 
in plarery by the laws of tne .-itate."' 

John Jay, Chief Justice oi the United Stti.tes, 
said that, in his sight, slavery w.is an " iniquity," 
" a sin of crimson dye." 

Benjamin Franklin, President of the Abolition 
Society of Pennsylvania, appeared at the bar of 
Congress, near the close of his well-spent life, 
and entreated that it would be pleased to 
countenance the restoration of liberty to those 
unhappy men who alone, in this land of free- 
dom, are degraded into perpetual bondage." 

Again, General Washington says, in, a letter 
to John F. Mercer, September i\ 1786 : 

" I never mean, unless some particular circumstances 
should compel me to it, to possess another slave b.v pur- 
chase, it being among my first wishes to see some piaii 
adopted by which slavery in this country may bo aUolishcU 
by law." 

The eloquent and patriotic Henry says, in a 

letter dated January 18, 179^! : 

" I believe a time will come when an opportimUf will bo 
ofl'ered to .aboli.sh this lamentable evil. , EverylhiS^we can 
do is to improve it, if it happens in our day ; if not, let us 
transmit to our descendants, together vvitb our sl ives, a pity 
lor their uijhappy lot, and an abhorrono. lor sla\-ory. If we 
cannot, reduce this wishe.l-lor reformation to practice, let us 
treat the mihappy victimb with lenity. It is the furthest ad- 
vance we can»uiake toward juElico. It is a debt wo owe to 
the purity of our religitm, to show that it is at variance with 
that law which warrants slavery." 

And the eccentric genius and well-wisher for 
the liberty of the black race, John Randolph, 
after speaking in deprecation of the extension of 
slavery and its horrors, makes use, of the follow- 
ing language: 

'•I give to my slaves their freedom, to which my con- 
science tells mo they are justly entitled. It has a long time 
been a matter of the doei)cst regret to me, that the circum- 
ptiiuces under which I iuherited them, and the obstacles 
thrown in the way by the laws of the land, have prevented 
my emancipating them in my lifetime, which it is my full 
intention to do in case I can accompU.sh it." 

. But, a'r, I hasten on, passing th-e many pages 

of testimony from distinguished and patriotic 

men in all the walk? of public and private life, 

to him whose voice was so magic and potent in 

Senate Chambers and among the millions with- 

ont, and at the mention of whose name the heart 

of every American throbs with deeper emotions, 

and kindles with increased admiration and 

pride. 

I quote from a speech made by the distin- 
guished Clay, before the American Colonization 
Society: 

" Wo aro reproached with doing mischief by the agitation, 
of this question. Tho society goes into no household to dis- 
turb its domestic tranquihv ; it addresses itself t«5 no slaves, 
to weaken their obligations of obedience. It seeks to affect 
no man's property. It neither has tho powor noj- the wiQ to 
aCfcct the property of any one, contrary to his consent. 

" If they would repress all tendencies towards liberty and 
ultimate ciiiancipaiion, they must do more than put down 
the befievoleut efforts of this society. They must go back 
to the era of our liberty and" iudependeuce, nnd niuzzle. the 
cannon which thunders its annual joyous return. They must 
revive the slave trade, with all its train of atrocities." 

Ay, sir, revive the slave trade as we now see 
it being revived I 

" They must suppress the workings of British philanthro- 
py, seeking to ameliorate tho condition of the unfortunate 
West Indian slaves. Tliey iSust arrest the career of Soutli 
American deliverance from thraldotn. Thoy must blow out 
iho moral lights around us, and cslioguish that greatest 



torch of nli, which Amcricn, presents to a hcuightod world, 
poiDting thu V.-;;, 'Uoir rights, Iho.ir libiTlicp, atid iheir 
happiness. And v.. u they have .ichievcd all tliosa purpo- 
ses, thfir v.'orlc will bf; yet'incoiiipleto. 'i'h'jy muHt. piiucti-ato 
the humrm Ho'.il, ;iri(i cradicrao the light of roason and the 
love of liberty. Then, ami not until then, when universal 
darkness ahd despair prevail, can you perpetuate slavery, 
and repress all synipathiea-aiid all humane- and benevolent 
ciT'irts auiorg freemen in behalf of the unhappy portion of 
our race who arc doomed to bondage." 

In the United States Senate, in 1850, he used 

the following, memorable words : 

"I am extremely sorry to hear tho Senator from Jlissis- 
sippi say that ho requires, fir.st, the extension of the Missouri 
co'Upromise line to tho Pacific, and also that ho is not satis- 
fieii with that, but requires, if I understand him correctly, a 
positive provision for the admission of slavery south o^ that 
lino. » * Coming, as I do, from a slavo State, it i3 ray 
solemn, dohbcrate, and well-matured determlnatiun, that no 
power, no earthly power, shall compel mo to vote for tho 
positive iutroducliuu of slavery cither south or north of that 
line. 

" Sir, while you reproach, and .justly, too, our British an- 
cestors for the introduction of this instUutiou upon Ihci conli- 
neut of America, I am, for one, unwilling timt tho posterity 
of the present inhabitants of Oalilbrnia and of New Mexico 
shall reproach us for doing just what wo reproach (5roat 
Britain doing to us." «■ * * 

Hear hira further ; he says : 

" go long as God allows tho vital current to flow !>,ro!if;l\ 
my veins, I will novor, never, nev^'r, by word or thi>i;f, 'li, 
t»y mind or will, aid in admitting one rood of tree Ruru -ry 
to the everlasting curso of human bondage." 

And, gentlemen of tho South, you4m^ not en- 
lirely abardoned these wise and salutary and 
philanthropic truths — the doctrine that freedom 
is heneficent and just, and ought to be extended ; 
and that slavery was mischievous and immoral, 
and ought to be restricted — when you asked our 
co-operation in the project to aunex Texas ; if 
you had, then you were guilty of the deepest de- 
ception and shame. Am I not correct ? Let us 
see. Tour party in the North and South pro- 
claimed, in the canvass of 1844, in respect to the 
annexation of Texas, these two fundamental 
ideas : first, that by the removal of slaves to 
Texas, Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, and Mis- 
souri, would speedily become free States ; second, 
that; the transfer of slaves to the borders of Mex- 
ico would open the way for the entire extinction 
of slavery, by its transfer to regions where the 
prejudice of race and color do not exist ; and by 
the absorption in, or amalgamation with, the 
mixed races of the torrid regions, where they 
could enjoy substantial equality, social and po- 
litical. 

What said Hon. Robert J. Walker during the 
Presidential contest of that year, (1844,) and I 
may say the influence of whose ingenious argu- 
ments, thrown broadcast over the country North, 
•was manifest in determining th^ fortunes of the 
straggle, and served to secure for him, as a re- 
ward for such important political service, a com- 
manding position in the Cabinet of President 
Polk? • 

" Nor can it be disguised that, by the rcannesation,as the 
nuntbor of free blacks augmented in tho slavchoWing St.ates, 
they would bo dilTused gradually, through Toxas, into lles- 
. ico and Ck^ntral and Southern Americi, where nlne-tentha of 
their present population arc already of the colored races, and 
where, from thoir vast prejwndcranco in number, they are 
not a degraded caste, but upon a footing, not merely of legal, 
hut, what is far more iniportantujf actual equality with the rest 
of the population . Here , then ,1r Texas is annexed , through- 
out thu vast region and salubrious and delicious climate of 
Mexico and of Central and Southern America, a largo and 
lapidly-increasing portion of the African race will disappear 



from the limits of tho Union. The process will bo gradual 
and progressive, without a shock ami without a convulsion.' 

" The annexation of Tcxr ; is tho onlj- safety-valve for tho 
whole Union, and tho only practicable outlet ibr the African 
population, through Texas, into Mexico and Central and 
t-'outlu^rn America'. ?- * c 

" Again, then, the question is asked, ' Is slavery never to 
disappear from the Union ? ' This is a siMtling and moment- 
ous question, but the answer is easy and the proof is clear ; 
it will certainly disappear if Tcsafe is reannexcd to the Union ; 
not by abolition, but against and in spite of all its frenzy, 
slowly and gradurlly, by dilfusion, as it has nlreiidy ihu3 
nearly receded from' several of tho mor^ northern of tho 
sliLveholding States, and as it will continue thus more rapidly 
to recede by tho reannexation of Texas, and finally, in the 
distant future, without a shock, withou.. abolition, without a 
convulsion, disappear into and through Texas, into Mexico 
and Central and Southern America." * * ''^ 

Mr. Walker's was not an isolated iustarice in 
the promulgation of these views ; indeed, sir, 
these opinions upon the subject of annexation 
were the vitalizing elements of the canvass, and 
were urged by tho Democratic party as noble and 
imperishable progress in justice ."ind civilization, 
by which a portion of the slave States, if not all, 
were to escape from the barbarism of the ruder 
ages, and take ^their stand on the principle 
evolved from our struggle for independence and 
our constitutional history. 

Turn to the debates in Congrsss, and examine 
the speeches, in the interest of Mr. Polk and an- 
nexation, of Senator Breese, of Illinbis, June 3, 
1844 ; Senator Dickinson, of New York, February 
22, 1845, (Appendix Congressional Globe, 2d 
session Twenty-eighth Congress, page 321 ^) 
Morris, of New Hampshire, January 25, 1845 ; 
Gen. Ashley, of Arkansas, February 22, 18^5 — 
page 283 of Debates ; Tibbatts, of Kentucky, May 
1 7, 1844. And I will not omit to quote from the 
[^peech of the honorable gentleman now at the 
other end of the avenue, whose pious and saintly 
regard for the interest of free labor, and the en- 
largement of the area of freedom, has been pain- 
fully illustrated since his installment as Presi- 
dent of these United States. 

In the Senate, June 8, 1844, Hon. James Bu- 
chanan, of Pennsylvania, said: 

" After mature reflection, I now believe that tho acquisi- 
tion of Texas will bo the moans of limiting, not enlarging, tho 
dominion ot slavery. In the government of the world , Provi- 
dence generally produces great changes by gradual means. 
There is nothing rash in the councils of tho Almighty. May 
not, then, the acquisition of Texas be the means of drawing 
the slaves far to tho south, to a climate more congenial to their 
nature ; and may they not finally pass off into Mexico, and 
there mingle with a race where no prejudice exists against 
their color? * * * Texas will open an outlet, and slave- 
ry itself may thus finally pass the Del Norto, and be lost in 
Mexico." 

Such were then your declared objects and do- 
sire — perhaps put forth to deceii'e — to obtain 
power and betray. It now looks as thougn they 
were the singing of Circe — "the voice of the 
charmer, charming never so wisely" — .lulling the 
suspicions of the people of the North to sleep, 
and deceiving them in regard to the stupendous- 
ness of the fraud you were practicing upon their 
credulity. Whether so or not, your party were 
compelled, in consonance with the general sen- 
timei?t that slavery was an e^U of the "deepest 
and darkest dye, and that Its extension, under 
the care and consent of our Government, was an 
intolerable crime, to make this record, to give 
these assurances to the people ; and I need not 
gay that they were in accordance with the con- 
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viction of the civilised woild — af. least, outside 
of the fifteen slave-States of this Union. 
., The 3outh cannot, deny that shivery, up to a 
recent date in our history, was made to rest 
entirely on local usage ; it was made so by civil 
and common law, because it was assumed to be 
in violation of natural right. And being such a 
violation, it follows that it is a moral wrong; 
and it V za been so regarded by the mass of our 
people from the earliest times. In other words, 
it was a privileged and exceptional institution, 
doonied, sooner or later, to perish. In this view, 
men have spoken of the irrepressible conflict be- 
tween freedom and slavery ; and it is a philo- 
sophical truth, tl\at one or the other, in the full- 
cess of time, must ' recede ; one must triumph 
and become SL'prenie. Sober men, and men of 
reason, will not be in doubt as to the result — no 
more than they will doubt the ultimate triumph 
of right and justice, in all things, over error and 
wrong. In this view, speaking not of my polit- 
ical duties and obligations to Government, and 
disclaiming in this respect, or any other, the 
right to interfere with the domestic institutions 
of the South, I hope the time may come, not dis- 
tant, when the snn, in his course across the con- 
tinent, will not shine upon a slave ; when the 
inalienable rights which belong to all men shall 
be universally recognised, and become the con- 
ceded right to be enjoyed by all. If I speak with 
undue warmth cf expression, in the words of 
Edmund Burke, "something must be pardoned 
to the spirit of liberty." 

But to return to the point of digression. I 
had been exhibiting the recorded views of the 
Democratic party in regard to slavery — the views 
of the South end the North — at an early period, 
and also at a later period. 

What does the ^outh say now? What is 
claimed in its name and'behalf, in the meridian 
of this Administration, and in the strength of 
your power ? You maintain the perfect recti- 
tude of slavery; that it is the highest type of 
civilization; that it is neither vnrong nor an 
evil; that it is the most economical form of 
labor; that it is adapted to promote the most 
perfect social condition ; that it is in conformity 
with the revealed Word of God ; that it must 
travel with the Constitution into the Territories, 
aid there be sustained and protected by it; and 
the adoption of these views, or disunion, is the 
ultimatum you now propose to the whole nation.< 
Not only the public men and public bodies of 
the South boldly declare and vehemently insist 
on these doctrines, but there are camp-followers 
and soldiers of fortune in the North — men there 
who say, with Charles O'Conor, that the negro ^ 
is doomed by nature to be the bondman of the 
white man. 

When 1 uttered my convictions from my place 
in this House, in 1654, that it was' the design of 
the Democratic party — or those who had control 
of it — in the rfpeal of the Missouri compromise, 
to extend negro bondage, it was denied. And 
when again I said, Pebrnary 24, 1858, in a 
speech then made, that it was designed to carry 
slavery into all the Territories finder tlie protec- 
tion of the Constitution, and that no power, not 



even the Congress, nor tha people of the Terri- 
tories, could prevent of remove it, you indig- 
nantly repelled the charge, as false in fact and 
inference. How times have changed ! and more 
rapidly still have men changed. 
• The President, in his late- message, lays down 
your party creed. Hear what be Bays : 

" TIio right has boon establislicrl of every citizen to tako 
his property of any kind, including staves, into the cotvjmoa 
Torritorios belonging equally to all the St.atcs of the Confed- 
eracy, and to have it protected there under the Federal Con- 
stit\ition. Neither Congress, nor a Territorial Legislature, 
nor any human power, has any p.utUority fro annul or impair 
this vested right." 

It is you, then, not we, who have changed 
position upon this question ; and the Republican 
party was organized from the necessity of the 
case to preserve the maxims of our early faith 
and pledges; the principles upon which our 
Government was founded) and upon the mainte* 
.nancJ of which, in my judgment, its perpetuity- 
depends. • I need not speak of the next step in 
the effort to nationalize slavery. I claim to be 
no seer or prophet in respect to the purposes of 
men, or parties, in this work of placing our Gov- 
ernment under the control of the slave power. 

The gentleman from Texas, [Mr. EfEAOAK,] a 
few daya since, with disingenuous boldness, in- 
dicated one of the advance steps the Democratic 
party will soon take; and I could, therefore, 
claim no credit for the discovery in this in8tan,ce. 
If I understood him correctly, he claimed that 
not even State authority — State sovereignty-^ 
can abolish or impair the right of property in 
slaves, short of revolution— that is, the right to 
aboIiBh would be a revolutionary right; that ita 
claim for protection under Federal and State 
authority rests upon the same right as all other 
kinds of property. Indeed, I do not see why this 
is not a logical sequehce from the premises. 
Then it is, that slavery may go to New York, to 
the home of the Pilgrim Fathers, sweep along the 
shores of the great lakes, and darken the broad- 
prairies of the West, under the sanctions of this 
vested right of property in slaves under the 
Constitution. And, Mr. Chairman, is it not a 
remarkable and instructive fact, that while the 
South claim these immunities apd this protect 
tion for their slaves in the Territories and iii the 
States, they are at this njoment driving North- 
ern men from their midst, for real or suspected 
sentimtnts in favor of the institutions of thd 
North, or for a preference for the condition of 
the free'white laborers over that of the bondmen 
in chains ? 

I pass, however, from Ihig sad spectacle of the 
degradation and tyranny incident to, I may aay 
insepaiable froin, a society which insists upon 
th6 Divine character of human' Servitude, to note 
the one step further in this work to complete its 
supremacy. The revival of the African Slave 
trade rather foUo*7S as a corollary" to the doc- 
trine of extension and perpetuation ; and I ap« 
prehend the party will soon accept this tenet of 
faith, iiow urged by a large portion of its mem- 
bers in the South.. - ' , ' ' 
. If slavery is humane^ beneficent, and just, how 
can the philanthropyand Christianity of onrDem- 
ocracic brethren be at ease, while vast numbers 



of negroea in Africa are deprived of the elevating 
intiucQces of their discipline and inetriiction upoa 
the broad piantatioaa of the South? In truth, 
sir. from this vievr of the rightfulness of slavery, 
advocacy of the revival of the slave trade fol- 
lows; and, as a party, tho Democracy will as 
surelj reacii this point aa the waters of yonder. 
Potomac, ill their course, will reach the Chesa- 
peake Bay. 

The Republican party will oppose these pres- 
ent and prospective schemes, by which the rich 
freight of precious interests secured by our form 
of Government may be precipitated in ruin, and 
it will seek to correct the public sentiment of the 
South in respect to its own doctrine, so wickedly 
perverted by those in position and power. It 
will not only do this, and stay the march of sla- 
very into the common Territory, but it will un- 
dertake to correct the financial mismanagement 
and abuses which have assumed such gigantic 
proportions under your administration of public 
affairs. We shall strive to lessen the present 
enormous and profligate expenditures, establish 
fairness in the dispensation of patronage, and 
secure perfect fidelity and honesty ivith all the 
ofiicers and agents ot the Government. 

No one pan complairr of this, except upon the 
principle that he who disturbs the peace shall 
have fall license to destroy it ; that he who rav- 
ages a portion of our inheritance shall be at lib- 
erty to pillage and lay waste the whole ; upon 
the ■ principle that the highwayman who takes 
your purse shall be entitled to your raiment and 
food. 

The Democratic party have exercised power 
corruptly; as the record showsi They have not 
only abused the trust which free labor 9ommit- 
ted to them, but they have rioted upon their sub- 
stance, and wrested from them their fair, equal 
privilege in the political advantages, honors, and 
emoluments, under the Government. 

Let us see if this is not as I have stated ; and 
I may here remark, that I am led to the follow- 
ing investigation with increased desire, because 
of the partial statements, or omilted tables, in 
the comparisons drawn by the honorable mem- 
ber from Mississippi [Mr. Bakksdale] a short 
time since. 

The population of the South is scarcely more 
than half that of the North. Since the organi- 
zation of the Government, there have been eigh- 
teen elections for President, in which the candi- 
dates chosen were twelve of them Southerners 
and slaveholders, and only six of them Northern- 
ers, four of which six stood upon a Southern 
platfonn ; that no Nortliem m^in has ever been 
re-elected, while five of tho Southern men have; 
or, in other words, that out of the seventy-two 
ye'ars of Federal administration closing with Mr. 
Buchanan's term, Southern men and slaveboid- 
era have held the reina for forty-three years, or 
more than two-thirds of the time, and have di- 
rected them a greater part of the remaining 
third. 

In all the other departments of the Federal 
Government, the South has enjoyed the sanie as- 
cendency. It has had seventeen out of the twen- 
ty-eight judges of the Supreme Court; fourteen' 



out of the iiineteen Attorneys General ; sixty-ooe 
out of the sevfenty-seven Presidents of the Sen- 
ate ; twenty-one out of thirty-three Speakers of 
tho House ; and eighty out of one hundred and 
thirtj--four foreign Ministers. 

The Senate of the United States consists of 
rixty-six membiirs — repreaenting fifteen slave 
and eighteen free States ; the free States have a 
white population of about eighteen vuillion, the 
slave States have a white population of about 
eight million. The Senate have twenty-two com- 
mittees; and, in fairness, the free States ought 
to have a preponderance proportional to''tbeir 
numbers and power. How stands the case in 
the arrangement of the Senate at the beginning 
of the present Congress ? The chairmanship of 
sixteen is given to the slaveholding members, 
and the chairmanship of the six others to mem- 
bers who side with them in politics. Not a sin- 
gle committee of any importance is assigned to 
the free States, either in the chairmanship or in 
the majority of its members. The Republicans, 
who have twenty-five representatives in the Sen- 
ate, or considerably more than one-third of the 
jvhole body, are allowed two members on each 
committee of seven. Could anything be more 
sectional than this ? 

Now, can any one say that this is altogether 
fair? I believe I am authorized to say that the 
people of the North regard it as an unjust and 
invidious discrimination ; and, because they have 
determined to take these matters in hand, the 
South should not get into a :'age, and menace in 
a furious manner a rupture of the Federal bands. 
It is an old maxim, that " wisdom is more valu- 
able than rubies ; " and so I think it will not re- 
quire much observation and experience, under 
this change of administration, to convince the 
wildest opponents of the present hour that it 
works well ; that the effects are beneficent, and 
that the peace and greatness and glory of our 
whole country are promoted thereby. 

But I am not done with these tabular state- 
ments and comparisons. The following table is 
compiled from the last published annual report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, and shows the 
amount of revenue from thf customs in 1857, 
and the expenses of collecting it for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1858 : 



JicwMie. Expenses. No. Employes. 

Maine $358,980.56 S107,198.C9 121 

N. Hampshire 5,'530.54 10,982.49 21 

Vermont 8,581.70 10,285.47 3a 

'MassacliuseUs 7,457,276.08 1,286,531.87 S19 

Khde Island. 80,126.08 33,552.87 63 

Connecticut... 257,307.91 55,793.34 43 

New York.... 42,721,862.88 1,303,754.11 l,Cll 

New Jersey.. 5,011.36 0,140.03 SO 

I'ennsylvania, 3,688 ,'^66.96 214,492.11 203 

DcLiware 2,004.85 35,849.36 8 

Maryland.... 1,475,823.57 144,108.42 128 

Virginia 246,180.00 71,807.73 68 

Dist. Columbia 25,527.70 4,077.89 0 

N. Qarolina... 66,523.08 15,962.20 37 

S. Carolina... ■ 511,858.53 70,247.51 51 

Georgia 237,168.08 85,918.04 S3 

Alabama 162,380.42 65,295.76 25 

Mississippi... 4,445.90 , 1,419,70 0 

Florida .56,017.71 3?),240.10 45 

California.... 1,688,175.82 433,004.83 149 

Louisiana.... 3,601,899.20 264,797.35 210 

Texaa 134,517.99 58,082.69 52 

Ohio 270,104.58 17.430.40 28 

Michigan 147,211.63 14;934.16 > 43 
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Illinois 183,878.23 18,540.82 21 

'•JIi.'^Diiri 005.703.78 12.1-13.89 6 

Kctilnrkv.... '."jjiio.-il 2.20S.44 6 

Teunoseec. . . . 149,000.0i 7;715.21 S 

Iowa 40,455.80 2,801.10 3 

Wisconsin.... 284,700.88 5,932.89 8 

Minnesota.... C8.00 2,460.00 2 

Wash. Ter.... 6.522.61 4,943.15 9 

Oregon Ter... 4;i99.11 26,986.67 8 



Now, sir, you see by this that tho State that I 
have the honor ia part to represent contributes 
more to the support of the General Governmeat 
than all the other States put together ; and we 
get from the Federal Treasury scarcely a dollar 
to improve our channels of commerce, our rivers 
and harbors, while millions are lavished in con- 
strucung public buildings, harbors, and fortifica- 
tions, in Southern States, which contribHte to the 
general support not a tithe in the comparison. 
More than this. There, only one-fortieth part of 
the revenue is expended in collecting it ; and in 
Maryland, one-tenth ia consumed ; in Virginia, 
North Carolina, Alabama, and Mississippi, one- 
Iburth ; in Florida, more than half ; while in 
Delaware, it seems that the custom-houses do a 
losing business, costing seven times as much as 
they yield. 

This is not all. Under your administration of 
the Government, the firstyearof Mr. Buchanan's 
term, the expenditures amounted to the smm of 
$81,585,607.76 — more than the expenditures for 
the whole of the first twenty years of our national 
existence. For the first forty years, from 1?89 
to 1830, inclusive, including the war of 1812, our 
expenses were §293,541,185.92, and for five years 
of Mr. Pierce's and Mr. Buchanan's reign, it 
amounted to $316,949,226.65 ; so they spent of 
the people's money $33,408,030.7?. more, during 
five years, than for the first half of the entire pe- 
riod of our national being. 

During Ja«kson's term, the revenue did not 
exceed $26,000,000 annually, and yet he was 
able to conduct the Government from this, and 
extinguish $50,000,000 of the public debt ; but 
our present Chief Magistrate, with a revenue of 
over fifty million dollacs annually, is not only 
unable to balance the accounts and extinguish 
the publi'; debt, but during the first year increases 
it $40,000,000 under his financial mismanage- 
ment, estravagance, and corruption. The ex- 
penses of the army have nearly trebled, and the 
expense of collecting the revenue has increased 
over forty per cent., or $1,700,000. 

In 1840, the " miscellaneous " items were se- 
verely priticized, and contributed in a large de- 
gree to defeat Mr. Van Buren in his canvass for 
re-election. It then rose to $2,500,000, an it 
now reacljes the vast sum of $18,000,00^. vren- 
tlemen will reopHect the charges then preferred 
against Mr. Van Baren, because of his pro iirality 
in furnishing and conducting the White '^ouse ; 
and yet all was within the outlay, over salary, of 
$4,000 a year — while Mr. Buchanan, with his 
more expensive luxuries, elegance, e-nc* profligate 
habits, squander^35,000 a yenr, exi-'usive 
his salary. ■ No.w, when it is considerel that this 
money comes mainly from taxes, direct and indi- 
rect, on the industry of the couiitry, inree-fourths 
of which is found in the North — a burden upon 
our capital, our skill, our arty, our professions, 



I and our.labor — it should not create wonder oi* 
surpriee that seek to return to frugal rnd 
economical expenditure ; and to this end will e^:- 
ert all fair means et the ballot-boXj and in every 
constitutional way, to obtain supremacy in tho 
affairs of the Government. 

I will pursue these'statementa and comparieong 
no further. Sufiicient has been shown for my 
purpose, and sufficient, I- trust, to convince ail 
fair-minded men that, from the "highways an'^ 
by-ways of the so-called Democratic partj^ thero 
comes up an insufferable stench,-"' pervading 
every tissue of their administration. 

But, sir, bad as these practices are in th^a ad- 
ministration of the Government, demoralizing as 
are the means employed to accomplish these 
purposes, and prescriptive and intolerant as are 
the usages of this party in the distribution of 
favors and patronage, it is of minor importance 
compared with the obstinate and continued effort 
to destroy the principles of justice and freedom 
which are the substratum of the whxjla super- 
structure of our free institutions. It is said by 
Tacitus, I believe, that the first advances of 
tyranny are steep and perilous ; but when 
once you are entered, parties and instrumenta 
are ever ready to espouse you. 

How true is this of that bold step of the slavo 
power which first attracted the attention of our 
confiding people I I allude to the overthrovf of 
that time-honored ordinance of freedom, in 1864, 
from which act every patriot heart in the North 
shrank with horror, and the whole nation was 
then aroused to a sense of danger. Moses was 
not more surprised and appalled, when he came 
down from the mountains and found his hcgts in 
tumult, than were the freedom-loving people, of 
this Confederacy when violent hands were laid 
on this security to free labor; and none were 
found, in all the North, so reckless as to applaud 
the cruel purpose. Since then — ah ! most pain- 
ful truth — since'then, from among the universal 
sentiment of condemnation, men have been found 
who approve of the work, and go forth with, this 
party to nevv scenes and fresh fields of innova- 
tion and invasion. „ The Republican party intend 
to arrest their progress, and they can only do so 
eflfectually by taking the Govenrment into their 
own l- ,.nds. They will trench upon not the least 
conp'-lutional right; they intend no overt act, 
nor wxi: they countenance any, affecting the 
safety or security of Southern men'o humaa 
chattels ; they contfimp'.ate no illegal conspiracy, 
jr secret treason, but will march with firm and 
honest tread to the very verge of "^heir constita- 
tional rights, and there stop. 

The moot conclusive proof that there are no 
coudiderable number of men in the North with 
BucL rvrong intent, is to be found in the late feeble 
attempt of John Brown "to promote the good of 
freedom by the evil of servile strife and civil 
war ; " who, after two years of effort, with all his 
power to inspire .n\e« with bis own views, with, 
hi? perseverance &uA hecoism cf character; with 
his trath, sincerity, atd honest/, h( "ghtened and 
impelkd by tlie crujelties and wrongs heaped 
upon him and fais family In Kansas, you find him 
Burrbundtd by dvly fsixtcea white teen and five 
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nogrpef in li^ 3 attempt "to undo tho heavy Inir- 
deiisi fispji ioM tho opiM'easwd go iVeo.' . AikV* 
ia not liMjr that the folly and madntsa ot evon 
this experimcmt will ba ropeatcd during tho ptoa- 
cat ewitury, if crcv. ig not from the Nonh 
slttveaoldorfi ha.vo cause of lalnrm in niothodr ot 
coii3][urivf,y, violence, and hljoA. Joficvflon fore- 
the source, of grcftteal peril, Trhoii bo siaid: 

" llio whoio comr.xrco l)r,i,Vi-'oon: iriatitftr a\u) slave m n pnr- 
]fi{ihul'cxcrcl80 ori.lw most boislftroiiG passiou — tlic, nuijitun- 
roiljUtini (IcspoMsnt on the o.io pari, nnrt iloRi'rtdldif sub- 
xnisslom on i.Uc othpr." ♦ .* « "ludicoa, I trnnblo for 
country when lre(l('ntth;il,<36d IS just. " '^ » * "The 
Almijj^ity has no altrihuto whioh chn taUc sklo witu us hi 
fiiich a contest."' 

■ /Thflk ig, A contost between the cnslaTerg and 
theonEiaved. 

" From tho views, then, of one of tbe inost dis- 
tingaisUed of Southern statesmen, it is not a 
wild conjecture to suppose that, in tho progress 
of events, unless some change takes place ixi his 
condition, tho slave rill rise and assert his nat- 
ui-al rights, and siamp on "the wild and guilty 
phantasy that maa can hold propetty ii; niah." 

And now, Mr. Chairman, a word in respect to 
this thing with seven heads and ton horns, which 
has famished a theme for so much impetuous 
declamation and ridiculous parade with our 
ojir Southern friends, and I close, I refer, sir, 
to the publication of Mr. Jelper, entitled The 
Im^endini/ Crisis of the South, mainly drawn from 
the United States census of 1850, calculated to 
prove that slavery is a curse to the South ; that 
it ife parslyzing to the prosperity of the South — 
an incubus upon their material and social ad- 
vancement ; and that it operates to crush out a\l 
the individualipra, hopes, and primal ihatincts, 
of the non-slaveholding class, and is therefore 
to be deprecated. 

And just here I wil) be allowed to rend from 
this work, the reconmending of which, by acci- 
dent or otherwise, has befetf Sufficient cause, in 
the view of Democrats, for keeping this House 
tinorganized for eight weeks, and for denouncing 
Be'f.ublican memoerp with all manner of oppro- 
brious epithets — yes, sir, read from this work the 
most intense abolition,' trea?onable, and incen- 
diary doctrine to be found between its lids, the 
ntteranccs of one of Yirginia's own sons, and 
•who has just been rewarded by this same Dem- 
ocratic party witn tho French inissicn ! Listen 
to the heretical lenfcuage of Hon. Obarles James 
Faulkn6r, in the Virginia House of Delegates, 
January 20, 1832 : 

1 '« sir, If there lie ono who coi.curs with that gentleman as 
to the liarrotess character of this institution, lot mc request 
him to compare the condition of tlic siavoholding portion of 
this Coromonw&vltii, barren , ciosokite, and searud, ub it wore, 
"by tho avenging hand of Heaven, with the Jescription which 
•57(3 baVe Of this country from tlioso who first broke its virgin 
soil. , To what is this change to bo attributed f Alom to tlie 
wUheriiJg and Uasliiig effects of slavei-y—Xo that vice in tho 
organiatlion of society, by which ono half of its inhabitiin'.s 
are arrayed in Intercut and feeling agAlnst the other half— to 
that unfortunate sUito of society in which freemen regard 
labor 09 disgraceful, and slaves shrink from it as a burden 
tyrannically imposed upon thcm.^ ^ , - . 

" In the language of the Wise iand patric^ic- Jefferson . ' Ton 
mast i.pproachnt.-.^yOu must l)(Sar it— you-niust'udopt Bomo 
plan of emancipation, or- "frorae-wiU lolldw'.' " 

Now, I do not think. I have ever said anything 



as fletco and defiant and sweeping in co.uiiMun.".- 
tiou of your »ys;,ctm of ne^ro slavey nt; i iiis ; ann 
I do not know that Mr. Itclper has. I do not saj 
it io unjuat or auwlBe; it is rather a quration of 
policy or tPiBt.o, which f leave to Soutli "rn f^cn- 
tleracTi to 6>.vl.tle in thtir own Wtiy. Bi»i Io tho 
i.mtter of arraignment; and I have thin to Pay . 
i.iy Constituents do not expect mo to asit rermis- 
sion of the fiouth, when, or how, or whorO; I r lay 
endorse or recommend, for circuhition or other- 
wise,- any pamphlet or oook whatever. They 
troQt witb respectful disd.iin your porversions of 
my mr „ivc3, and condemn the disingenuous ar- 
giiment of gentlemen, wrung from infelicitoua 
pbrnaes and sentences to bo fnund in the work, 
to caat ' imputations upon my patriotism and 
honor. 

Jly constituents and tho fr'^o people of tho 
North have not arrive.d at the point when tbey 
will, in servile obediencq to any clasf< jf men, bo 
dictatedto in what they shall read, nor whatthoy 
shall recnectfully advise others to read ; a-.d I 
irr^t in God they never wild A large majority 
of tho people of tho Nc*th will take the liberty 
of exposing the injurious and demising influeme 
of slavery upon our national pcditics ; itis disad- 
vantages in an e.onomical point oi view; its 
antagonism to Christianity and tho higher and 
better interests of civilization; and acting upon 
ihebe convictions, i:i stern political duty, ^,ill 
strive to limit, its extension a;nd d^ itroy its pre- 
ponderance in the all\drs of the G'^neral Govern- 
ment. 

This is no new doctrine or modern theory ; it 
was the universal conviction of our people, up 
to A few years ago, as patent upon every page 
of our political hisiory as the talisraauic charac- 
ters on the cimetar of Solyman were to his hosts ; 
and I have firaed, I trust successfully, to show 
that the Republican party, of which I am proud 
to be a member, is but the historical outgrowth 
of the condition and circumstances of our coun- 
try, while its principles are as old as the frame- 
work of cur (lociety, and cttval with the first 
notions of our anceslort* of independent scif- 
government. 

It occupies now no temporary ground; it baa 
no entirely special purpose ; but with duties as 
varied as the interests of our free institutions 
and the welfare of our people, the purity of its 
doctrines, sanctioned by the fathers and sustain- 
ed by a long line of illustrious patriots and 
statesmen, gives it a permarancy and promise 
not measured by generations of men. And to 
the immediate causes which called our organiza- 
tion into being, add the lawless and unprovoked 
violence to freemen in Kansas ; the attempt not 
only to force slavery upon that fair domain, con- 
trary to the will of the people, but to convey 
and protect it by Federal power wherever the 
Constitution extends; and now the espionage 
and 03tracij3m carried on in the South against 
Northern men— and you have given us a rising 
power and swelling currentgpf public opinion 
which can no more be turned aside than the 
course of the winds or the on-aweeying tide of 
th6 ocean. 



